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St. MARY's VESTRY- ROOM, 
© 14th March, 1 * 


THE Pariſhioners of St. Mary , in Veftry afſembleY; 
return their warmeſt acknowledgments to the Rev. 
Singleton Harpur, for his excellent Diſcourſe addreſſed 
to them on Sunday laſt, upon the deſtrutive Ehect of 
 » . #he Abuſe of Spiritueus Liquors, and his animated 
Exhortation ta follow the Example of the City of 
London when in ſimilar circumſtances. — They are 
determined to adopt and purſue, to the utmoſt of their. 
. Exertions, the wiſe and uſeful Meaſure propoſed, and 
 earneſily recommend to their Fellow-Citizens of ather 
Pariſhes, to tale the ſame into Conflderation at their 
 appreaching Eaſter Veſtries, and to unite with them in 
c Concerting ſuch legal and conſtitutional Steps for re: 
preſſing the Enormity, as may be judged moſt effetual 
or obtaining the protection of our preſent patriotic 
Chief Governor, and the Concurrence | of the Lege 
lature. 


At the ſame time a b of the Pariſhioners | 
dat appointed, to expreſs the Thanks of the Pariſh to 
the Rev. Singleton Harpur, and to requeſt that he 
will be pleaſed to publiſh the above- mentioned Sermon, 
if net diſagreeable to him. 


DAVID MURRAY, Veſtry Clerk. | 
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Sr WERBURGH's EASTER VESTRY, 
March 25th, 1788. 


i ESOLFED, that the. Thanks of this Pariſh be 
preſented to the Rev. Singleton Harpur, for bis ex- 
cellent Sermon againſt Drunkenneſs, preached i in this 
_ Church on 8 the 1 oUh 8 ers | 


RESOLVE D, that we concur with the Pariſhioners ho 
of St. Mary's, in requeſting that be will publiſh the 
ſaid Sermon; and that we will cheerfully and hearti- - 


ty co-operate with them and the reſt, of our Fellow- 


Citizens in every proper and conſtitutional Endeavour 
zo reſtrain the uſe of Spirituous Liquors, and to pro- 
mote e and Sobriety. | 


4 March 27th. A. an Adjournmeut of the above 
Veftry; Reſolved, that the Right Hon. David 


Latouche, Sir William Gleadowe Newcomen, 
Bart. Mr. John Dawſon; Mr. William Lindſay, 


and Mr. George Armſtrong, together with the 
Miniſter and Church Wardens, be a Committee to 


, + meet the Committees of the other Pariſhes in St. Mary's 


Veſtry-Room, on Wedneſday the 2d of April, and 
conſult with them on the moſt ectual Means in their 


power of reſtraining the N abuſe 4 . 
| Liquors. | 


ROBERT GARTSIDE, Vettry Clerk. 


R 
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VESTRY 


1 
VESTRY ROOM or ST. MART, 
9 April 2, 1788. 


A. Ta moſt reſpectable and numerous Me eeting of the 
- Commitites from the Pariſhes of St. Werburgh, St. 

Peter, St. thevine St. Nicholas Without, ond St. 
| James together with the Committee of this Fur: 2 | 


The Right Hon. DAVID SATQVCHR, 
| 1 in the Chair, 


IT WAS | UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, 


| That the innumerable Calamities ariſing from the 
general Abuſe of Spirituous Liquors among tbe lower | 
Ranks of People, make us feel it our indi enable Duty 


10 1 for euery poſſuble legal Mode of Fg 


That upon moſt aconrate inquiry ry it appears, that 
Dram Shops, or places for retailing Spirits in this City, 


amount to a number alarming to Humanity—being in 
this Pariſh in which ur are aſſembled, above one- 

ſeventh- part of the total number of Houſes ; in St. 
- Werburgh's nat fewer in proportion ;—in St. Mark's 

one-fifth ;— and in St. 2 *s one-fourth of the a baby 
And chat appears deſerving of peculjar attention, the 
proportion js found to increaſe in the pariſhes prin- 
22 inhabited 25 the ae and —_ 
prope. 


That from the above Conſiderations, wwe do pledge 
ourſelves individually and cullectively to endeavour to 
detect, to give Information againſt, and to afford every 
neceſſary Aid in proſecuting ta Conviction all Perſons 
who ſhall. be found retailing Spirituous Liquors with- 
out legal Licenſes from and after the laſl 1 ay of this, 


IC April. | | 
A+: That 


into his / perior Confederation, and to devife ſuch means 


| | That i in the Diſcharge of any 8 ae d for 
Drunkenneſs, wwe ill. Arictly and rigidly inſert the 
true Cauſe of his or her Diſmiſſion. 


* That if the perſans, i in whom i ts veſted the horn wer of 


granting Licenſet, [hall Judge proper to reſtrain the - | 


opening of Dram Shops, or vending Spirits by retail, 
before a certain fixed hour of the Dor and the entire 


| Lord's Day, we will, ta the utmoſt of our power, 


endeavour to carry ſuch uſeful refirains i into efedive 
E Xecution. | 


Me earneſtly intreat 12 beſeech all M after Work- 
men and Employers to diſcontinue the pernicious prac- 
tice of appointing their reſpective Pay, Tables, and 


aſſembling their Journeymen on the Saturday Evenings 


for the receipt of their Mages, in any place where 
Spirituous Liquors are retailed,— agreeable to the Re- 


* folutions of ſome of the moſt Er gies of this 


Pariſh. | 7 ** 
Being duly ſenſible of, and 3 ſunſelve, moſt 


happy in the experienced Abilities and unremitting Ex- 


ertions of our preſent excellent Chief Governor, at a criſis 


toben the ROYAL FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE 


hath recently been pleaſed to expreſs hit parental ſolici- 
tude for the true Happineſs —THE MORALS OF 
ALL HIS SUBJECTS by 4 Proclamation for 
Suppreſſing the occaſions and ſources of e 
Inmorality, and Kiot. 3 ö 


Reſolved, That the 1 Gn be . 
Jo wait upon, an humbly to implore hit Excellency 
Grorct NUGENT GRENVILLE, MARQUIS OF 
BUCKINGHAM, Sc. that he will graciouſly be 
pleaſed ta tale the above-mentioned inſufferable Nuiſance 


WY oy 


e 
as to his Wi iſdom and Humanity ſhall appear e 
tual to ſuppreſs this univerſally acknowledged ſource of 


almoſt every public Evil, and the certain obſtrudtion to 
ever) patriotic endeavour for 97 2 the Improve- 


ment, the Civilization, the Tnduft ? gene eneral Froſ- 
perity of a Nation, whoſe Hears and 1 5 tons may 
he Jong poſſeſs and govern / 


The Right Hon. Hercules Langford Rat 

The Right Hon. David Latouche, 

The Right Hon. Sir Lucius ae Bart. BY 
William Colville, Eſquire, | | | 

Rev. Doctor Law, 

Rev. Richard Bourne, 
Rev. leton Harpur, eee 
Kichard Vincent, Eſquire, LN 
: Breit Norton, Eſquire, * . 

\ Benjamin Gault, Eſquire, N e 

We mamin. Woodward, Efquire, © 
John Hendrick, Eſquire, 

Richard Weſtenra, Eſquire, 
John Nairac, Eſquire, 
Mr. William Lindſay. 


e by Ofder. 
JOHN MURRAY, Secretary. 


The above Ceutlenen having waited pon” hir n 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, he was IR to give 
the Jen moft gratiots . | 


en I 4M very ; ſenſible to the deten: of the ohỹ 
« propoſed to my Confideration by. the Reſolutions 
& hieb you have conveyed to me; and I ſhall be 
happy to contribute, by every means in my power, 
6 70 the ſuppreſſion of a practice which you truly ſtate 
eto be the ſource of almoſt every public Evil.” : 
; | ; St, 


[ vii 7 


St. MARY's VESTRY ROOM, April 9. 


At an Adjournment of the above Committees, the 
 DEPUTATION having reported bis Excellency's 
Anſwer, _ FS 


Reſolved, That we receive, with the higheft reſped? 
and gratitude, his Excellency's moſt. gracious: Anſwer, 
and'feel ourſelves thereby animated with the moſt lively 


Ga 


the Clergy of all denominations of this City and King- 

dom, that they will contribute by every means in their 

power, to the ſuppreſſion of. a practice, acknowledged 
10 be the ſource of almoſt every public Evil, and which 
fo manifeſtly obſtructs their pious Endeavours rox 

THE MAINTENANCE, OF TRUE RELIGION AND 
VIRTUE- 755 39 n 


Reſolved, That ta the utmoſt of our power we ſhall 
perſeveringly exert our Efforts, —and we earneſtly im- 
plore our Fellow Citizens, AND ALL PERSONS OF 
EVERY. RANK AND CLass throughout this Kingdom, 
- T0 exert theirs, in rigidly enforcing the Laws already 

made, and to deviſe and obtain ſuch others from the 
Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, as, we truſt, may ectu- 
ally co-operate with the Intention F our moſt excellent 
and truly patriotic Chief Governor, for the effeftuab 
ſuppreſſion of the exceſſive uſe of SPIRITUOUS 

e 36 -" "7 


St. 
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St. ANDREW VESTRY ROOM, April Is, 1778. 


AT a Meeting of ths Pariſhioners of St. Andrew, to take 
into Conſideration the innumerable. Calamitics ariſing 


from the Abuſe Spirituous Lauors, 


' Reſolved, That the Reſolutions entered into by the ſeveral 
Commiltees of the Pariſhes of St. Mary, St. Werburgh, Ge. 


do meet our moſt hearty Approbation and Concurrence ; and 
de do hereby pledge ourſelves, to exert-our utmoſt Endeavours 


7n-Co-operatin ay + their laudable and ted Reſolutions, in 
enforcing hol Lois now in being, Lee, ſuch others, 
as to the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, upon 1 
addreſſed by the principal Inhabitants of this Metropolis, and 
thoſe of the Kingdom in general, ſhall thank right, neceſſary, 
and equitable to enact. 
JOHN HEWETT, Viear. 


RICHARD 1 Church 
er TWEEDY, I Wardens. 


- Reſolved, That the following Perſons be appointed a + A 
— * to co-operate with the General Commilice aſſembled in 
St. 3 Veftry: Room, to wy the above Reſolutions into 
Met. n 
I and Church Wardens, 

Mr. O'Olier, Mr. Jenkin, 


Mr. Shaw, Mr. Fayle, 
Mr. Keen, Mr. McKenzie, 
Mr. hte, Mr. . 


St. MARY's VESTRY ROOM, April 16, 975 


Tun ſeveral Pariſhes in this City are keredy vequeſted to 

Committees here, at. Twelve o Clock on Wedneſday 

_ the 23d Inflant, to take into Conſideration and determine 

carrying into Execution (immediately - after . the la, 

of. this Month) in their ſeveral Pariſhes, ſuch legal 

Methods as ſhall appear moſt Ang for the e 8 
the exe ve Uſe of Spirituous | 

| * by Order, | 
J OHN MURRAY, Secretary, 


St. 


1 8 1 


St. MARY's VESTRY ROOM, April 23, 1778. 
T a very numerous and reſpeflable Meets the 
of Gee, from the ſeveral —— o this G, 1 * 


Right Hon. Sir LUCIUS O'BRIEN, Bart. : 
- in the CAI. 


Ir was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, / 
| That we do perſecily agree io, and adopt the Reſolutions 


4 entered into hy the n of this and Tt 1 6 20g 
j upon the 2d Inflant. 

i That we will in our 7 reſpedtive Pariſhes 17 Sub- 
10 | committees to at by Rotation in Aid of the 8. racy, 


! | Clurch Wardens, Police, &c. &c. in carrying into Execu- 
he tion the wi againſt all Perſons retailing Spirits without 

| | Ling, and alſo to aff; ffi in rigowuſly enforcing Penalties upon 
l; any Breach of the Conditions of | Recognizances entered into 

7's upon obtaining Licenſes, particularly againſt retailing Spirits 
1 upon any Part of the Lord's Day. | 
1 Nut ſaid Sub-commiltees will meet on the frft I 
in every _—_ at 12 O Clock in St. Mary's Veſtry Room, to 
confer together, and io report their reſpective Proceedings and 
concert eaſures for their future Conduct. 


2 
j a ES of 2 following Gentlemen do wait 
0 upon the Comma/ioners of the Revenue, to requeſt their Aid, 

I and to ſtate to them any Difficulucs which may occur in 
5 carrying into Effect the Purpoſe of theſe * and upon 
# the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, and the Comma/ioners f 
. Aſs, to requeſt their Support and Co-operation. 

W Right Hon. Sir Lucius Right Hon. L. Gies, 


lf 'Brien, Bart. Rev. Richard Bourne, 
* Rev. Doctor Law, Rev. Doctor Paul, 

1 Rev. Dean Hewitt, Rev. Singleton 3 6 
1 Richard Vincent, Eſq; Joby Patrick, Eſq- 
| John Nairac, Eſq; | 


| Reſolved, That the Rev. Richard Bourne, Jun Wairac, 
Eſq; John Patrick, E; and Richard Cuthbert, Bjq; be 4 
Committee to tranſmit s of our Reſolutions and Proceed- 
ings, together with the Rev. Singleton Harpur's Sermon to the 
Sheriffs of Counties, the Chief Magiſtrates of Gities and Towns 
Corporate, and to ſolicit their Attention io, and Co-operation 
for, obtaining the Objed of our Endeavours. 
Signed by Order, 
N MURRAY, Secretary. 
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Nasen. Chap. DH Verte 10. ; 


Mile they are 'drunken as Drunkerds, 2 
. be drogured in Stole ah . 


* 


Hls 3 of the Almighty Y 
infinitely juſt God ſtands recorded in his 


unerring word, not only againſt the people | 


of Nineyeh, but all, in whatever time or 
place whom. his all-ſecing eye beholds in- 
volved in like guilt. + While they are 
+ drunken as Nrunkards, they ſhalt be de- 
10 voured as ſtubble fully dry. _ « White 
« they are drunken as Drunkardg” we. may 
underſtand to ſignify either—while they 
are a people addicted to Drunkenneſs, and 
| tolerated. in the practice of that ſin or, 
While their minds, by undeſerved proſperity 
are elated, by the natural conſequences of 
vice are enfeebled, and by both are rendered 
preſumptuous, and as if intoxicuted in a 
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falſe N as to N as ny and 
as ripe for deſtruction as thoſe evidently are 


who .accuſtom themſelves to derange and 


impair thelr mental faculties by the immo- 
derate uſe of ſtrong liquors. If we adopt 


this latter meaning, we muſt underſtand 
the words as Drunkards, to. have hen uſed 


in order to give the more clear and ftrong 


repreſentation of their guilt, by comparing 
jt to that of Drunkards, as well known fo be 


exceedingly odious and enormous. Sa that 


conſidering my T ext according to this 


meaning, helps to confirm the firſt 1 men- 
tioned, and to ſhew it with greater foree 


eee 


and effeA—that | if any people whatever, are 


| guilty of the excehve uſe cf* intoxicatins 


Jiquors, they neceflarily draw down ruin 
upon themſelves, both as à natüral conſe- 
quence, and as denounced by God—that 


they axe. thereby fitted for it as perfectly: as 
| combpſiible matter is for fire that if they 
are drunken as Drunkards, the indignation 


and vengeance. of the Almighty ſaall pur fue 
them. both in this world and the next—that 
as veſſels fitted by their own fault and 22 
«neſs for deſtruction, they ſhall ſuffer 


they ſhall be dcvouted as ſtubble OY 
" Gs dry. * | WR. 


f 3 1 


Ir there were many in tbe upper claſſes 
guiltn of this' fig, I ſhould thick myſelf 
indiſpenſably obliged a8. a Miniſter of Him, 
who: is above all, and who. is, uo Refpedter of: 
Perſqits, to {pt forth. in the ſtrongeſt light 
poſſibly could, the peculiar odiouſneſs of it 
in thoſe who ought jo hayg a; more perfect 
knowledge: and heartfelt conviction of their 
duty than. fo. exceedingly to tranſgreſs it 
a more, rational concern for thejr own: dig- 
| nity, than ſo miſerably to degrade. them- 
ſelyes—and' a greater fund of real liberality 
and benevolence, than to ſet an example 19 

extenſively. pernicious. Such in the upper 
claſſes, as are guilty of this ſin, will, J truſt 
in. God, learn the practice of temperance : 
| will learn that neither pageants can cover 

mor ſtrajnęd panegyricks—nor the echoed 
plaudits, of Rulers and Nations got, which 
is much more than theſe, the true brilliangy 
of really noble ; and excellent ualities, ſave 
from diſgrace and abhorrence he meanneſs 
and bealtlineſs of this abominable and de; 
| AiruQiye' ſin; however refledtion upon thc 
things, may teach thofe a falutary leſſon, 
who in ſome ſcrious hour. may pat! look 
deeper thap the ſurface. Rp 
Mx carneft wiſh is to excite you diligently 
to attend to, and maturely weigh and conſi- 


B 2 a der 


1% 


der (as you are aſſuredly, every one of you, 
moſt deeply intereſted therein) the frequency 
of this fin among our poorer countrymen 
and the dreadfully bad conſequences ariſing 
from it, to them to yourſelves to all, and 
to every individual in every claſs, end to 
een at large. Gul 29S ©. 


'Pazxce; from your AGE that if 
they are much longer ſuffered to be thus 
drunken, we muſt be deſtroyed ue muft 
« be deveitred as flubble fully dry, 1 truſt 
in God, you will meditate upon, and con- 
trive; and às far as your influence can 
poſſibly extend, both in publick and in private, 
in trut wiſdom and homanity exert it, with 
moderation and determined perſeverance, 
effectually to accompliſh, ſuch meafures as 
ſhall reſtrain from the commiſſion of a fin 
that 15 the fertile fource of ſuch complicated 
and extenſive evits: ; 


As to the frequency of Drunkenneſs 
amopg our lower claſſes, none can doubt it. 
Even the moſt inattentive and unfeeling per- 
ſon, cannot but obſer ve with. congern, ſome 
of the many of our unhappy fellow-creatures 
who, victims to it, infeſt our ſtreets at all 


hours. There is none here, ſurely, ſo deſti- 
tute of benevolence as to be unconcerned | in 
7 an 


G 


an inquiry what are the conſequences to our 
lower orders of the prevalence of this ſin 


among them? 3 POT 


Watx a Poor man ſhould 1c his 
wages, he is induced by an evil habit by 


the importunities of his companions—or, 


ſhould theſe fail, he is in a degree compelled 
to go to one of thoſe horrid places where 
| ſpirituous liquors are retailed ; which places 


do abound to a moſt ſhocking, formidable 


number indeed.“ He is compelled to go to 
one of thoſe places by the truly diabolical 
cuſtom of his employers— that of obliging 
thoſe who work with them, under the pre- 


j 

+ See Plocddligh. b in St. Mary' $ Veſtry-Room,, April 2, 
Page v. 

In the pariſh of St. Mary, the number of houſes where 

N ſpirituous liquors are retailed amounts to 191. And the pro- 

portion of theſe to all the other houſes in that pariſh is above ore 

ro fix. Intheſe ſix parts we may conclude that there is a large 

number of families who do not uſe ſpirituous liquors ; and that 

. of thoſe-who do, almoſt all purchaſe them from Grocers, who 


are not included in the above number of Retailers. The queſ- 
tion then is, and a very important queſtion it is, What are the | 


- inducenients to thoſe that retail? Whence do their profits 
ariſe ?. Not ſolely from the ſale of the poiſon itſelf. Have we 

not reaſon to fear that their houſes are in general gambling. 
| Houſes, brothels, receptacles for robbers and ſtolen goods, 
and every article diſhoneſt feryants purloin from thoſe they 
my with, 


Tence 


„ 
ſence of want of change, to g0 tliete t6 what 
18 vülgarlz called a Pay- Table, where the 
unhappy. creature is forced to ſpend part of 
Iris wages in depriving himſelf of his ſenſes, 
or to ſubmit to the whole ſum be ng with- 
held, and. to ſuffer himſelf” and family to 
periſh from want of it. "From drinking a 
little, he is, induced to venture further— 
gradually the intoxicating fumes | aſcend— 


His reaſon is ſubdued and his paſſions are 


enflamed—his frenzy is increaſed by that 
of his companions: With them he madly 
glories in the excels, .and wiſhes for an 
ample- ſupply of means to continue it 
lanients his hard condition that he is 
obliged, by the ſweat of his brow, to earn a 
ſcanty ſubſiſtence—he envies the lot of 


thoſe who do not toil but live at eafe in the 
midſt of plerity—covets cheif poſleflions— 
determines to enjoy A ſhare of them by 
ſtealth or violence—tommtthicates his de- 
ſign to his aſſociates and is applauded by 
tllem— plans of villainy are reſolved upon 
poſſibly at that time, he is incapable, from 
intoxication, to carry any of them intd 


effect. Staggering home at a moſt unſeaſon- 


able he finds his wife and family 


mn 


E 
una didably miſerable in apprehenſions 
both for his ſafety and their own mainte- 
nance. Pining in hunger and cold and 
nakedneſs, they had picked up ſcanty mor- 
ſels, which had barely: kept them in exiſt⸗ 
ence, and looked with cager expectation to 
the evening when he upon whoſe labouf 
they depend ſbould bring home bis wages, 
and render their condition ſomowhat leſs 
miſerable. But they find, inſtead of this, 
all ſpent>and | that (not improbably) a 
larger debt has been contracted than the 
| hire of ſeveral days labour can diſcharge. 
When his intoxication ſubſides, miſery and 
deſpair preſent themſelves to his view in 
their moſt formidable ſhapos—he beholds all 
: that are dear to him periſhing before him, 
and in vain imploring his help he is af- 
ſailed by their reproaches, and he is con- 
ſcious that he deſerves them. DiſtraQiog 
apprehenſions render ſober refleQion in- 
tolerable. He returns to drown reaſon in 
intoxication, and continues- to do ſo while 
he can procure any credit. The families of 
ſuch, driven by. ſtrong neceſſity, ſome of 
them filch and fteal—others turn proſtitutes 


others beg—ſo that (beſides the prodi- 
| gJious 


* 


4 


pions number opported by that moſt ex- 
cellent inſtitution, the Houſe 'of Taduftry) 
there ate ctowds of them in all your ſtreets; 
| As for the infatuated Drunkards, upon 
| whoſe labour they depended, they fill your 
pPiriſons, and weekly afford melancholy ſpect. 
- tackes—melatcholy ſpeQacles der- 
who, were it not for THE TOLERATION 
of Prunkenneſs, had been honeft wſeful 
members of ſociety—ilying vitthns- 10 publick 
juice, . having been rendered by THAT 
en lt nuſſanrer and pets. 


; A OTHER Confideration—itt which every 
perſon who has any real regard for this 
country muſt feel himſelf exceedingly in- 
tereſted, is that of the deplorable effects 
10 produced by the Drunkenneſs of our com- 
bl mon people, upon thoſe under whoſe imme- 
bl. diate ſuperinteridericy they work. 


i Tux well-being of thoſe who give them 
employment, evidently depends in a great 
. meaſure, pon their diligence, expertneſs, and 
the moderate rates of their labour. With- 
0 out theſe, the quantity and quality of what 
M$ they ſhould produce, being defective, their 
| employers 


| _ - 
employers muſt be obliged—either 10 rate the 
articles produced at 100 high a price; or, upon 
finding them remain on their hands,” to ſell 
them at a loſs. —la courfe of time the 
latter muſt neceſſarily be the conſequence 
of the former, arid muſt, as neceſſarily 
oblige them to diſcontinue buſineſs and 
render, winleſs they have ſome reſource, 
that truly valuable claſs of men, needy 
dependents upon the precarious bounty of 
others. Now it is evident, that the dili- 
gence and expertneſs of the working hands 
muſt be diminiſhed by their Drunkenneſs, 
in. proportion 4s it prevails. —And that 
their Drunkenneſs muſt increaſe their rates 
or wages, wants no words to prove. An 
employer of theſs wretched creatures, may 
poſſibly as weakly as unfeelingly imagine, 
that becauſe he pays them only for the time 
they are actually at work, their idleneſs is 
intirely heir on, not his loſs—except the dij- 
appointment of cuſtomers. By the way, 
that is a very great loſs; becauſs the diſap- 
pointment of cuſtomers is—as it ought to be 
—foHowed by the loſs of their buſineſs. 
But he is exceedingly miſtaken, as will evi- 
oy ties to * ** who duly con- 
ſiders 


10 


Iiders this matter. It muſt: be allowell in 
deed, that he ddes n6t pay at a daily rate 


for idle days. But he dots. in teality, pay - 
MORE fot the days employed in labour 


than he would fot v/zir-whole - time — was it 
fo occupied, and if ſobriety among the poor 
Was general becauſe they muſt be main- 
tained” by their wages, which is the only 
fupport they have either for themſelves or 

their unhappy families, who, habituated to 
ſloth arid igtiorance, are neithtt diſpoſed nor 
know how ts earn any thing towards their 
ſubſiſtence —and becauſe' days ſpent in 
Prunkenneſs conſume more money than 


"thoſe employed in labour- Their daily 
' Wages, therefore, for the few days they work, 
"Hiſt be increaſed, /o . 10 be * to 


umd abet alſs; beſides dune 1 fupply theip 
' predigality in Drunkenneſs. Hence the many 
"COMBINATIONS in this city which ha ve 


' Laiſed wages to a ruinous exceſs Hence the 
extravagant prices, and bad quality of goods 


manufaQuted here—Hence the importations 


from other countries where the poor are 
ſober and induſtrious; and our inability to 


equal the produce of their labour, even in 


our Own markets, either in excellence of 
cheapneſs— 


13 
cheap or _HENCE: THE WANT" o 


EMPLOYMENT FOR OUR STARVING 
FOOR Hence the ruin of many Senda 
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+ 801 T the evil cabſquedons of Drankens 
defs among the poor are not confined-to.any 
one particular.claſs of perſons,” but extend 
to all threaten embarraſſment and diſtreſs 
to every individual whatever in every claſs, 
ptofeſſibn, n and ſect — my 
eee Fd of ; | 
Ae . Ray Hm that of the | 
moſt ſcanty ſubſiſtence to that of the great- 
eſt affluence, depend, under God, upon the 
quantity of income they poſſeſs, and the 
quantity of neceſſaries which they can pura 
chaſe with it And theſe depend upon the 
' induſtry of huſbandmen and artificers. 

the huſbandmen are deficient in their 2 
try to cultivate. the earth in that propor- 
tion will the produce of it be deficient : aud 
although that-will make it dearer; yet as its 
high price is occaſioned by its ſcateity, their 
profits upon the whole muſt be ſmall, and 
conſequently the rent they ſhall be able 
to pay, muſt alſo be ſmall, And in 


 » N * "© 1 
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the 


—— 


| E 
the proportion chat an are idle, the 


articles which depend upon their indut̃- 
try muſt be ſcatce and conſequently. more 
difficult to be purchaſed. Therefore Drun- 


kenneſs among the working, claſſes,” as it 
tenders them deficient. in mduftry, muſt; 
according as it prevails, reduce all "incomes, 
and diminiſh. the quantity, and intreaſe the 


price of every convenience and neceſſary of life 
J 


—which-..evidently ſhews the direct tenden- 
cy of the Drunkenneſs of the labouring 


poor, effectually to impoveriſh, embarraſs 
and diſtreſs every perſon I muſt indeed ex- 


cept thofe individuals who raiſe a fubſiſ. 


tence; and thoſe whoeven riot in the luxvries - 


of life from the toleration of Drunkenneſs; 
and the confequent miſery and deſtruction 
of their fellow-creatures—although, it would 


not be difficult to prove, that, were that 
Drunkennefs reftrained, even they would 


have larger profits, in ways not ſo repugnant 


| to. humanity and common honeſty as thoſe 
in which they now, callous 70 every motive 


but the love of gain, without the leaſt re- 
morſe, ſacrifice to it the happinefs of thou- 
— 


BesIDes 
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-Bes1nx9 theſe dreadful evils ditectly pro- 
| duced by Drunkennefs, it oecaſions a gene- 
ral and lamentable want of punQuality— 
and which is ſtill more alarming, it prevents 
incomes thus reduced, and thus precarious 
from being enjoyed in ſecurity, and renders 
It very doubt whether any perſon ſhall 
poſſeſs even his life in ſafety; becauſe the 
ſecure enjoyment both of property and life, 
depends, under God, upon the peaceable 
and orderly demeanour of the inferior ranks, 
Which cannot be unleſs it ariſes from their 
eon viction that it is their intereſt to obey 
mme laws of God and Man—and' becauſp 
dihat conviction muſt neceſſarily be prevented 
by their Drunkenneſs, which increaſes their 
wants, incapacitates them from acquiring 
means to ſupply them, makes them level in 
idea all diſtinctions, blinds their reaſon, in- 
flames their 'paſſions, and jncites them to 
venture fearleſs upon the | moſt atrocious 
acts of villainy. And we find, that notwith- 
ſlanding the many who are cut off for the 
commiſſion of theſe, from the TOLERA- 
TION and general prevalence of Drunken- 
neſs, other miſerable wretches are actually 
deprived of the entire 00 of their reaſon, and 
. prevented 
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DausrpyNBss among e eſis 
which. is ſo very ruinous to eyery individual, 
muſt certaiply, be deſtencdiye gf the commy- 
wity at large which js compoſed-of 'zheſe.in- 
Jividvals It muſt prevent their harmony; 
in condud for the promotion of each others 
welfare. and, that, of the,community-—theilj _ 
due ſpbordipation, and their conſcientious 
obedience to ths laws either pf God or Man, 
Beſides all theſe, it preyents the gumber.of 


people from, being near as conſigerable as jy- 


might, by leſſening induſtry, and therefore 
its fruits which ars the means ppon which. 
the. maintenance of all people myſt: depend, 


And it does ſo, in reality,, to ſo very alarmy | 


ing a degtce, 7 that this kingdom. cies got Lb, 


one-fixth part af. the inhabitants at mlt. 


* + 


From theſe It. is manifeſt that it prechidey * 


confade der abby an «bil: lo  [arpport the Bate, he . 


/effe ning the induſtry and number of. the prople; 


wich alone can ſupply any articles fer taxation 


—and which alone, under God, are, or can be 


the, four ces 57 ike wealth aud frexg of ay 
nal ion. ca 
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Inv thus ſtated very plain and I am. 
firmly perſuaded, to every HONEST, CAN. 
DID perſon, incontrovertible truths. Evi- 
dentiy then, Pruukedneſs among our labour- 
ing poor as at preſent iblerated, ii volves that 
claſs of the people in certain. miſery and 
ruin, and proves exceedingly injurious to 
their employers, often reducing them and 
| their families tõ extreme poverty and wretch- 
edueſs; and when it does not, theſe are ge- 
nerally prevented by the lamemable nece/Jity 
th are Hriven to—of dealing in the produce 
of other countries in preference to that of | 
theit own. It is mauifeſt that it renders the | 
| incomes of all in every claſs, much leſs than 
they otherwiſe would be, and makes them 
very precarious and inſecure, and increaſes 
the prices of all articles to be purchaſed 
with them, even to the very neceſſaries of 
life ; and yltimately, it muſt prove ruinous 
to the community at large, by its leſſening 
;nduftry, and occaſiouing many to be tranſ- 
greſſors of the Jaws, and conſequently to 
forfeit their lives making them offenders, 
and for being ſach. cauſing their deaths 
and by its intercepting the bounty of the ſu- 
preme Lord of the Fniverſe, by preventing 


* | millions 
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millions from cven receiving  exiſtence— 
producing all the dire effects of rapine, deſo- 
lation and murder. Whence we cannot 
but clearly perceive, that the inhabitants 
ef our awn country, from the TOLERA- 
TION, ang frequency of Drunkenneſs among 
pur people, are in imminent danger of becom - 
ing examples of the truth of the ſacred 
words I ha ve choſen for my Text 1 84 
they are drunken as Drunkards, th ey 
ſhall be devoured as ſtubble fully dry.” 


TIE was when the populace off England 
were a8 guilty and as miferable as ours. 
They now are, and for ſeveral years have 
been a ſober, induſtrious, flouriſhipg people. 
Earneftly I implore you to obſerve, that 
their happy reformation originated, under 
God, with private individuals who cared for, 
and were wiſely and perſeveringly zealous 
for their country's real welfare—who la- 
mented its deplorable ſituation, occaſioned 7 
by the Drunkenneſs of their poor—and le- 
gally aſſembled, conſulted and petitioned 
the legiſlature. Their petition was received 
by that auguſt aſſembly with the reſpect 
it manifeſtly deſerved. No mean unjuflifi- 
able ſelfiſpneſs no rapacious prodigality 
no 


E 1 


no diſhoneſt, needy pride no ſhameleſs, 
ſlave- like proſtitution. intercepted from its 
members, nor callouſed their feelings againſt 
theſe moſt important truths. — That EN- 
 COURAGING THAT PARTICULAR 
BRANCH OF TAXATION WHICH WAS 
SUPPLIED'BY THE CONSUMPTION 
OF SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS, TO THE 
RUIN O INDUSTRY, MORALS AND 
RELIGION —however it might "increaſe 
the ſum raiſed by that PARTICULAR 
TAX, RENDERED ALLOTHER MODES 


OF TAXATION CONSIDERABLY LESS 


PRODUCTIVE, _ By STRIKING os i. 1 
THEIR VERY. ROOT, and was thereforo 
AN ILLIBERAL, WEAK, AND WICKED 
POLICY—which indeed might. indulge the 
pride, ambition and relentleſs avidity of ſome 
individuals, who would therefore fabricate 


every poſſible argument, uſe every pretence, 
and ſtrain every nerve to continue and pro- 


mote it BUT WOULD, TO DEMON- 
STRATION, IF CONTINUED, WORK 
THE RUIN OF MILLIONS.” The legif- 
lature of England, uninfluenced by illiberal 
party views, in true wiſdom and:. humanity, 
enacted ſuch laws as produced a moſt ſalu- 

| 8 IR tary 
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< qui porteroit cette eſpece de poiſon toute maiſon qui en re- 


A 
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_ tary reformation, which a eourſe of ſeveral 
Fears has wolf fully . 8 20 Satie 


* "i . fondnels (ſays the Abbe RAYNAL) 1 for 
” opium prevails in all the countries to the Eaſt, of India. 
hefe people ſmoke it with their tobacco. Thoſe' who are 
going to perform ſome deſperate action, ihtoxicate them- 


| "dl with this ſmoke.” That pohitick nation, the Chineſe: 


do not ſuffer the uſe of it among them. But the Dutch, void of 


that regard for the welfare of their ſubjects in the Eaſt, which 


ought to extend even to thoſe wha are in the moſt abject 
flavery, encourage the conſumption of it.—“ The Chineſe” 
V - Emperors (fays the ſame author) have ſ, uppreſſed the uſe of 
, opium i in their dominions, by condemning ' to the flames 
< every Neſlcl that imports this ſpecies of poiſon, and every 


E houſe that, receives it. The Dutch, who are in poſſeſſion 


« of almoſt all the places where opium makes the greateſt 
<<. ravock; have been MORE INFENT ON THE PROFITS: 
* ARISING FROM THE SALE OF THIS, ARTICLE, 
«. THAN TOUCHED WITH COMPASSION FOR ITS 


, « NUMEROUS VICTIMS ; rather than prohibit the uſe of 


eit, they have authoriſed individuals to maſſacre all thoſe 
* who” being Ane with n, appear in the * 

Dans tous e qui font a l' Orient de LInde, on a une 
5 ion extreme pour l opium Les Empereurs Chinois Pont. 
*« reprimee dans leur etats, en candamuant au ſen tout vaiſſeau_ 
« cevroit z—Ces peuples le fument avec le tabac. Ceux qui 
veulent faire quelque action deſeſperte, s'cnivrent de cette 
« fume; Les Hollandois, poſſeſſours de preſque tous les lieux 
« on Popiam fait le plus de ravage; ont ẽtẽ plus touches du 
« benefice qu? ils retiroient de ſa vente, que de pitiẽ pour ſes 
% nombreuſes vitimes.—Plutot que d'en interdire I'uſage, ils 
« ont autoriſc les particuliers a maſſacrer tous ceux que Etant + 
« ivres d' opium, <ourroious les-Tues avec des armes.“ 
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ls there any thing peculiar to the naturs 
of the Iriſh—that it is hopeleſs to make an 
attempt to reſcue them from guilt and ruin? 
Are we indeed ſo void of that Chriſtian be- 
nevolence, without which, whoſoeyer-liveth 
is counted dead before God—that we have 
no bowels of compaſſion for the many who 
are in the moſt imminent danger of. being 
« devoured as ſtubble fully dry? Have the 
* workers of iniquity no knowledge, who 
« eat up this people as they eat bread?” I 

truſt in God that all feel an ardent zeal-for- 
the welfare of this. country. Aſſuredly if 
there is any wretch ſo baſe as to wiſh to 
ſacrifice the true intereſts of either country 
to his own. little party, or his private 
emolument, he is in the ſight of God and 
man a traitor to both. You cannot but 
be conſcious that you are bound in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, by every principle that 
ſhould actuate a Man and a Chriſ- 
tian, by your duty to your God —by your 
duty to your fellow- creatures by your 
duty to yourſel ves to endeavour legally 
and conſtitutionally all you poſlibly can to 
accompliſh the ſo much to be wiſhed-for 
zeformation of our people from Drunken- 


neſs. I ſuggeſt to you no imaginary ideal 
"va project 
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project. but to do what has been done in 
England, and has been attended with 
ſucceſs. The people of that kingdom have 
manifeſted that they were not deflcient in 
public ſpirit; neither, I truſt in my God, 
are you. Surely we may hope that our 
Legiſlature, conſtituted: as they are ſor the 
very purpdſe of promoting the true intereſts | 
of this country, would moſt gladly receive a 
petition from you legally aſfembled, and 
enaQiſuch laws as would produce the de- 
ſired effect. In the name of God then, let 
me implore you not to be deficient in your 
duty; ſor your duty: moſt certainly it is to 
come forward and exert. yourſelves upon 
this urgent! occaſion, - Were you all pre- 
ſent where fire had ſeiged combuſtible 
matter in the loweſt: floor of ſome dwel- 
ling-houſe, and threatened ' to devour it 
and ſend ſpeedy ruin to thoſe on the up- 
per floors, who in luxury and eaſe repoſed 
in, a falſe ſecurity, and to ſpread deſolation 
far and wide, which ſhould extend to your. 
own poſſeſnons and even to yourſelves, 
permit me to aſk, would you paſs by on 
the other ſide, each obſerving that it was no 
eee of his to ſtir in the matter, and 


| ® See the excel pamphlet, by MELANTIUS. 
that 
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that whoever would, might by FTE 

| enough to riſk. himſelf ; in his forwardueſs to 
ſave? Would you raiſe no alarm? or if 
raiſed, would you ſpread none? or if ſpread, 
would you not aſſiſt? Can there be a perſon 
in any Chriſtian congregation who, in ſuch 
2 caſe, would one moment heſitate to exert 
himſelf, to ory aloud for help, and to haſten 
to intereſt all he poſſibly could, and to en, 
deavour to his utmoſt, to extinguiſh the 
flame? And if there does indeed exiſt any 
one ,ſo utterly void of all humanity, ſq 
devoted to, ſo, wrapt up in a little narrow 
ſelfiſhneſs, ſo really blind to his own intereſt | 
and preſervation; is it not clearly manifeſt 
that he muſt be reſponſible to the Almighty 
Judge of the Univerſe for all the great and 
numberleſs evils which by a timely and 
ſpirited exertion he might have prevented ? 
And, bleſſed God! can this people oppreſſed 
as they are by the grievous and almoſt 
numberleſs calamities ariſing from the gene- 
ral and exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous liquors 
among the lower ranks continue in a ſtate 
of lethargick inſenſibility? or if they do feel 
them, as every one who has any ſenſibility 
muſt, can they indeed remain inactive 
your the idea of being reſponſible at thy 
awful 
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awful tribunal? as be aſſured, my brethren, 
every one of you muſt be for the temporal 
and eternal deſtruction of millions effected 

by Drunkenneſs, who continues deficient in 
exertions to the extent of his influence— 
be that influence more or leſs which you 
all have reaſon, and the known experience 

of a great and flouriſhing kingdom to con- 
vince you n fcQually fave them, 


Imagine for a moment that you ſaw. all 
your poor decently clad—cleanly—regular 
—induſtrious—their countenances glowing 
with a chearful compoſure from à con- 
ſcionſneſs of well-doing and of: indepen- 
dence—that you beheld them paying, upon 
every occaſion, even a zealous obedience. to 
the laws—and, if any perſon whatever, 
whether poor or affluent, weak or powerful, 
ſhould be ſo hardy as to tranſgreſs, to a 
man ſtanding forth to enforce them. Con- 
ceive yourſelves in their habitations, and 
that they exhibited to your delighted view 
neatneſs, ' diligence, frugality, heart - felt 
content—and every one in their families at 
ſome uſeful occupation, according to their 
capability, for their own comfortable main- 
tenance—the ſupport of you—of all above 
them—and of the State. Imagine their 
employers 
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employers ſecurely A upon their ex- 


pertneſs and diligence, able to underſell 


all other countries in the articles produced 
by their labour, and critically punctual and 
| honeſt. in all their dealings. Imagine the 
prices of all the neceſſaries and comforts of 
life reduced, and all your incomes in- 
creaſed, and you ſafe in the enjoyment of 
them. Imagine that in conſequence of all 


theſe' you ſaw the Community flouriſhing, 
Tradeincreaſed, Wealth pouring in upon you 


from all quarters, Government largely and 


chearfully ſupported, due ſubordination, due 


obedience, a manly: chriſtian-like ſpirit - of 


perfect freedom pervading and aQuating the 


hearts of all, equally abhorrent of licen- 
tiouſneſs, and of abject ſlave- like ſubmiſſion. 
Imagine theſe things in this country— 
and then view its preſent ſituation, and be- 
hold the melancholy reverſe. But look 
abroad, in England and you will find them 
there realized. Then ſay, do you feel no 
wiſh that they ſhould be brought home to 
us? Are you indeed—is i: poflible that 
you can be cold, inſenſible, deſtitute of any 
true active love for God, for man, or for 
your own real intereſt? or, which is the 


fame, do you receive a propoſal to atte apt 
a + removal 
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2 removal of this enormous evil which mĩ- 


litates againſt all theſe - do you hy pocriti- 
cally receive it, profeſſing i in all the mean- 


neſs of diſſimulation, an entire approbation 


of it in words ſmoother than oil; while 


at the ſame time, warped by ſome ſealbleſs, 


liberal, ſelf-intereſted perſon, you have 
againſt it war in your Om —Almighty 
God forbid. | 


I wouLy fain believe, my dear brethren, 


that it is the earneſt wiſh of every one ot 


you, to emulate* others in a perſevering 


activity to accompliſh thoroughly ſuch 


great, ſuch vaſt, ſuch extenſjve good. 


' You already, I truſt, anticipate in idea, your 


giving rife to-ſuch meaſures © that there 
may be no decay, no leading into capti- 


« vity, no complaining in our ſtreets ;. that 


the Lord may ſhew loving kindneſs and 


- * our land may give her increaſe; that our 


* Although the word Emulation ſometimes i is uſed in Scrip- 
ture in a bad ſenſe, and then ſignifies the act of a mean, envi- 


ous diſpoſition, that would impede the efforts, derogate from 


the merits of, and depreſs another, and under the pretence of 
honourable zeal, is intent only upon ſelfiſh views. See Gal- 
Jatians, 1 chap, 20 verſe. It is alſo uſed in a good ſenſe, | 
If by any means I might provoke to Emulation them 
« which are my fleſh, and might ſave ſome of them.“ Ro- 
mats, 11 Chap. 14 verſe. | PD 

“ folds 
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« folds may be full of ſheep, that our fields 
* alſo may ſtand ſo thick with eorn, that 
« they may laugh and ſing; that the 
people of this country may be as the ſand 
e of the ſea for multitude; that mercy and 
truth may meet together among us, that 
_<« righteouſneſs and peace may kiſs each 
% other; that truth may flouriſh in our 
land; and that righteouſneſs may look 


* down from Heaven; that we may be hap- 


6 py in ſuch a caſe, yea, that exerting our- 
« ſelves in our duty as we ought, we may 
Abe bleſſed thus, having the Lord for our 
„God.“ And that you may all obtain the 
ſolid ſatisfaction of nobly exerting your- 
ſelves, and with ſteady, unremitting ſpirit 
and perſeverance, of giving riſe to ſuch 
meaſures as ſhall thus bleſs this whole na- 
tion and its millions, and tranſmit that hap- 
pineſs increaſing as it deſcends, even to the 
lateſt poſterity, and that in the preſence of 
countleſs hoſts of Angels and of Arch- 
angels, you may be crowned by the Al- 
mighty God, with the accumulated bleſſings 
of generations, and with never-dying ho- 
nour and reward, may he, of his infinite 
mercy and goodneſs, dran, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
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StuILARꝝ TO THE PRESENT. 


ro * 


O N Friday, Feb. 2oth, 1729, Sir Charles Turner, 
according to order, reported from the committee of 
the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider 
further of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, the reſolutions they had di- 
rected him to report to the Houſe, which he read in 


his place, and afterwatds delivered in at the clerk's 


table; where. the ſame were read, and are as follows, 
VIzo 3 | ; 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that for every gallon of mixed or compound 
waters, or ſpirits commonly called gin, that any diſ- 


tiller or retailer of ſuch liquors (except apothecaries) 


ſhall be poſſeſſed of on the twenty - fourth day of June, 
1729, there be granted to his Majeſty a duty of five 
ſhillings per gallon. Nan. þ "7198 


\ D | Reſolved, 


— — — ———— dl — -» . - — 
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zefolved, That it is the, opinion of this commit-" 


tee, that for every gallon of ſuch mixed or com- 


pound waters or*Ipirits,-which from and after the 
twenty-fourth day of June, 529, ſhall be made by 
any diſtiller, dealer, or retailer af ſuch liquors for 
fale, (except apothedaries) there ſhall be granted to 
his Majeſty a duty of five ſhillings per gallon. | 
| Rebolved; That & fa the imo If tis commits | 
tee, that from and after: the twenty-fourth day of 
June, r729, the ſum of twentypopnds, yearly, ſhall 


he paid to his Majeſty, by every perſon who ſhall ſell 


or retail any ſuch compound ſtrong waters or ſpirits. 


98 1 / | 'S 1 TIF + 
The ſaid refohitions being ſeverally read a ſecond 
time, were, upon the queltion ſeverally put there- 
upon, agreed unto by the Houſe, -. - 
Ordered, That a bill be brought in upon the ſaid 
reſolutions, and that Sir Charles Turner, Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Attorney General, Mr, 
Solicitor General, Sir George Oxenden, and Mr. 
$crope, do prepare and bring in the fame. 
Hauſe of Commons, Anno. 1735. 
A petition of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace 
for the county of Middleſex, in their general quarter 
ſeſſions afſembled, was preſented to the Houle, and 
read; ſetting forth, that the drinking of Geneva and 
other diſtilled ſpirituous liquors hath, for ſome years 
laſt paſt; ' greatly” eticreafed, eſpecially among the 
people of inferior rank; and that the conſtant and 
exceſſive uſe theteof hath already deſtroyed: thou- 
ſands of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and renders great 
numbers of others unfit for aſeful labour and ſervice, 
debauching at the fame time their morals, and driv- 
ing them into all manner of vice and wickedneſs ; 
| | and ' 


* 
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and that this | pernicious liquor is _ fold, 6 Taly 
by diſtiners and Gereke by many other 


perſons of inferior "trades, by ich means journey. 


men, apprentices-and-ſervants, are drawn in to taſte, 
and by degrees to like, approve, and immoderately 


to drink thereof; and that. the petitioners apprehend 


the public welfare and ſafety, as well as the [30d > of 
the nation, would be greatly affected by it, as this 
practice is dangerqus iſchievous to the healt 
ſtren h, peace and morals, and tends greatly to 
mini the labour and h of his Majeſty's ty's fab- 
jets; and therefore pra raying that the Bous wa will take 
the premiſes into thei erious confideration, and ap- 


ply fuch remedy as the Houſe ſhall judge moſt proper. 


- Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the 
conſideration of a committee of the whole Houſe. 


Reſolved, That this Houſe -will upon Monday 
morning next, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 


whole Houſe to confider of the ſaid petition, | 


Houſe of Commons, Anno. 1735. 


Sir Charles Turner, according to order, reported 
from the committee of the whole Houſe "who were 
appointed to conſider of the petition of his — a9; % 
juſtices of the peace for the county of Middleſex, ih 
their general quarter ſeſſions aſſembled, that the 
committee had conſidered of the faid petition, .and 
had come to ſeveral reſolutions, which they had di- 
rected him to report to the Houſe; and he read the 
report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
the . clerk's table; where the . ſaid reſolutions were 


read, and are as follows, vs : 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that the low price of ſpirituous liquors is the 
principal inducement to the exceſſive and pernicious 
pie thereot. 


, | | Reſolved, 


* . 
* 
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' Reſolved, That it is the apinion of this cammit- 
tee, that in order to prevent the exceſſive and perni- 
cious uſe of ſpirituous liquors, a diſcouragement be 


jo: thereto by a duty to be lajd upon all ah 
quors ſold by retail. 


Reſolved, That it is the 3 of this commit- 
tee, that the vending, bartering, or uttering the ſaid 
liquors, be reſtrained to perſons keeping public 
brandy- -ſhops, public victualling - houſes, coffee - 
houſes, ale-houſes and inn - holders, and ta ſuch 
apothecaries and ſurgeons as ſhall make uſe of the 


ſame by way of medicine only. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
flee no perſon keeping a public brandy-ſhop, a 
public victualling-houſe, coffee-houſe, or — 
or being an innholder, be permitted to vend, barter 
or utter the ſaid liquors, but by licence, with a duty 
made payable thereupan. 


The laid reſolutions being en read a ſecond 
time were, upon the queſtion ſeverally put thereon, 


all agreed to by the Houſe. 


Ordered, That the ſaid report be referred to the 
committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it is referred 
to conſider further of ways and means for * the 
ſupply granted to his Majelty. 


On Monday, March 2oth, in the committee of ways 
and means, the following reſolutions were moved: - 


Reſolved, That i it is the opinion of this committee, 
that for all f irituous liquors which any retailer 
thereof ſhall — and after the 24th day of June, 
1736, be poſſeſſed of, there be granted to his Majeſty 
a duty of twenty ſhillings per gallon, 


Reſolved, 


1 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that from and after the 24th day of June, 1736, the 
ſum of fifty pounds yearly ſhall be paid to his Majeſty 
for a licence, to be taken out yearly, for every perſon 
keeping a public brandy-ſhop, a public victualling- 
houſe, coffee-houſe, or ale-houſe, or being an inn» 
holder, who ſhall vend, barter, or utter any ſuch 
ſpirituous liquars. Feng | 


Hause of Commons, Anno. 1750. ; 


The Houſe being informed that the ſheriffs of the 
city of London attended at the door, they were called 
in, and, at the bar, preſented to the Houſe a peti. 
tion of the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of 
the city of London in. common council afſembled. 


And then they withdrew, 


And the ſaid petition was read; complaining of 
the common, habitual, and exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous 
liquors which prevails among the lower rank of 
people, to a degree unknown to any former times; 
and repreſenting to the Houſe that this ſcandalous 
and pernicious practige is not only a reproach to our 
religion and civil polity, but deſtroys the health, 
ſtrength and induſtry of the poor of both ſexes, and 
of all ages, inflames them with rage and barbarity, 
and occaſions frequent robberies and murders in the 
ſtreets and avenues of this metropolis; and what is 

et a more affecting circumſtance that the petitioners 
— the greateſt reaſon to apprehend that it muſt 
unayoidably tend to prevent the ſupply of a moſt 
uſeful part of his Majelty's ſubjects, and thereby 
threaten deſtruction to the trade, navigation and 
power of this kingdom. And praying the Houſe to 
apply ſuch remedy to this growing evil as to the 
Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. | 


Ordered, 


* * * = * 
> . 
* 7 1 
_ by * . * 1 * 
* . * 
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"O45 örderedl, ea the aid petitign be referred to the 
| conſideration of a committee of the whole Houle. , 1 


Reſolved, That this Houſe "will upon this day 
eme ves itſelf into *a committee. of the 
whole Houſe to conſider of the ſaid penn | 


1. 4s - þ 4 14 | 
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Mr. \Aldermery Bethell, according to order, re- 
ported from the committee of the whole Houſe, to 
hom ft was referred to conſider of the petition of 
the lord mayor, aldermen and commons of the eity 
of London, in common council aſſembled, relatinꝶ 
to ſpirituons liquors, the reſolutions which the com: 
mittee had directed him to report to the Houſe! 
which he read in his place; and afterwards delivered 

min at the clerk's table, where the fame * were read, 
wad are as followthy a wendy: ©, GP, 


- Reſolved, Thas 3 it is the opinion of this committee 
that the exceſſive drinking of ſpirituous liquors is, in 
2 great meaſuze, owing to the, unlawful retailing of 
the ſame, by numbers of low and Oe WOOD 
without licence. 


Refolved, That it is tlie ie opts of this committee 

N that the laws for preventing the retailing of ſpiri- 
1 tuous liquors without licence, and for regulating the 

i licence retailers thereol, be e and enforced, 
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Reſotved, That it is the opinion of this committee; 
that an additional duty be laid upon * liquors 
and licences. 


Te faid reſolutions being 1 read a od 
| bare, were, upon the queſtion ſeverally put thereup- 
it on, agreed to by the Houſe. .. _ .. Y- 


0 —— 2 — — wv * 
— — __——— — — — — — 


| 0 | | Ordered, 
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BY TOY 3 
Ordered that thie ſaid report be ref d w the con- * 


£deration of the committee of the whole Houle, to 
whom it is referred to conſider further of ways and: 
means fot raiſing the fupply ;granted to his Majefty. = 
Mr. Bacon, according to order reported, from the' 
committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was re- 
ferred to rake into conſideration the ſtate of tlie diſ- 
tillery, the reſolutions which the committee had di- 
rected him to report to the Houſe, which he read in 
dis place and afterwards delivered in at the clerk's ta- 
dies where the ſame were read, and are as follow- 
eth, vz! * . Ys : 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that the preſent high price of ſpirituous liquors is a 
principal cauſe of the diminution in the home con- 
ſumption thereof, and hath greatly contributed to the 
health, ſobriety, and induſtry of the common 


people. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committce, 
that in order to continue for the future, the preſent 
high price of all ſpirits, and for home conſumption, 
a large additional duty be laid upon all ſpirituous 
liquors whatſoever, diſtilled or imported into Great- 
Britain. | 


Refolved, That it is the opinign of this committee, 
that there be a drawback of the ſaid additional duties 
upon all ſpirituous liquors diſtilled in Great-Britain, 
which ſhall be exported. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that an additional bounty be granted, under proper 
_ regulations, upon the exportation of all ſpirituous 
liquors drawn from corn in Great-Britain. 


The ſaid refolutions being ſeverally read a ſecond 
time, were upon the queſtion ſeverally put thereupon, 
agreed to by the Houſe. 


Ordered, 


++ + # * 

* * - . 
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|. Orderpd, That the ind report, Be referred to the 
| confideration of the committee of the whole Houſe, 
|. Þ to whom it is referred to eonſider further of ways 
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en was this great work. accomplithed in ie 
thus was the Python ſubdued, and this n 1 
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